





CONNOISSEUR. 


By Mr. TO WN, 


Critic and Gensor-GENERAL 





















NUMBER LIV. 


THURSDAY, February 6, 1755. 


—_—s 








Lufit amabiliter, donec jam fevus apertam 
In rabiem verti capit jocus. — — Hor, 


<2 HE nobleft exploit of a Man of the Town, 
vy the higheft proof and utmoft effort of his 
sae genius and pleafantry, is the FrRoiick. 
Ms2 This piece of humour confifts in playing 
the moft wild and extravagant pranks, that 








wantonnefs and debauchery can fuggeft; and is the dif- 
tinguifhing charatteriftic of the Buck and Blood. Thefe 
facetious gentlemen, whenever Champagne has put them 
in fpirits, fally out ‘“ flown with infolence and wine” | 
in queft of adventures. At fuch a time the more harm TH 
they do the more they fhow their wit; and their Fro- eH 
licks, like the mirth of a monkey, are made up of 
mifchief. 


5 Q. Tue 
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Tue Frolick formerly fignified nothing more than a 
piece of innocent mirth and gaiety: but the modern 
fenfe of the word is much more lively and fpirited. The 
Mohocks and Hell-Fire-Club, the heroes of the laft 
generation, were the firft who introduced thefe elevated 
Frolicks, and ftruck out mighty good jokes from all kinds 
of violence and blafphemy. The prefent race of Bucks 
commonly begin their Frolick in a tavern, and end it in 
the round-houfe, and during the courfe of it practife 
feveral mighty pretty pleafantries. ‘There is a great deal 
of humour in what is called beating the rounds, that is 
in plain Englifh, taking a tour of the principal bawdy- 
houfes: breaking of lamps and fkirmifhes with watehmen 
are very good jefts ; and the infulting any dull fober fools 
that are quietly trudging about their bufinefs, or a rape 
on a modeft woman, are particularly facetious. Whatever 
is in violation of all decency and order is an exquifite 
piece of wit, and in fhort a Frolick and playing the devil 
bear the fame explanation in a modern gloflary. 


Ir is furprifing how much invention there is in thefe 
exploits, and how wine infpires thefe gentlemen with 
thoughts more extraordinary and fublime, than any fober 
man could ever have devifed. I have known a whole com- 
pany ftart from their chairs, and begin tilting at each other 
merely for their diverfion. Another time thefe exalted geni- 
uffes have caft lots which fhould be thrown out of the win- 
dow; and at another make a bonfire of their cloaths, and run 
naked into the ftreets. I remember a little gentleman not 
above five feet high, who was refolved, ‘merely for the fake 
of the Frolick, to lie with the Tall Woman ; but the joke- 
ended in his receiving a found cudgelling from the hands of 
his Thaleffris. t was no longer ago than laft winter, that a 
party of jovial Templars fet out an hour or two after mid- 
night 
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night on a voyage to Li/bon in order to get good Port. 
They took boat at the Temple-ftairs, and prudently laid in 
by way of provifions a cold venifon pafty and two bottles of 
rafberry brandy: but when they imagined themfelves juft 
arrived at Gravefend, they found themfelves fuddenly over- 
fet in Cbelfea-Reach, and very narrowly efcaped being 
drowned. The moft innocent Frolicks of thefe men of 
humour are carried on in a literary way by advertifements 
in the news-papers, with which they often amufe the town ; 
and alarm us with bottle conjurers, and perfons who will 
jump down their own throats, Sometimes they divert them- 
felves by impofing on their acquaintance with fictitious in- 
trigues, and putting modeft women to the blufh by de- 
{cribing them in the public papers. Once, I remember, 
it was the Frolick to call together all the wet nurfes that want- 
ed a place; at another time to fummon feveral old women to 
bring their male tabby cats, for which they were to expe& a 
confiderable price ; and not long ago, by the proffer of a 
curacy, they drew all the poor parfons to St. Paul’s coffee- 
houfe, where the Bucks themfelves fat in another box to 
fmoke their rufty wigs and brown caffocks, 


Burt the higheft Frolick, that can poffibly be put in 
execution, is a genteel murder; fuch as running a waiter 
through the body, knocking an old feeble watchman’s brains 
out with his own ftaff, or taking away the life of fome re- 
gular feoundrel, who has not fpirit enough to whore and 
drink like a gentleman. The nobleft Frolick of this kind 
I ever remember happened a few years ago at a country 
town, While a party of Bucks were making a riot at an 
ina, and tofling the chairs and tables and looking-glafies 
into the ftreet, the landlady was indifcrect enough to come 
up ftairs, and interrupt their merriment with her imperti- 
neat remonftrances ; upon which they immediately threw 
her 
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her out of the window after her own furniture. News was 
foon brought of the poor woman’s death, and the whole 
whole company looked upon it as a very droll accident, and 
gave orders that fhe fhould be charged in the bill. 


Tuese wild pranks are inftances of great fpirit and 
invention; but alas! the generality of mankind have no 
tafte for humour. Few people care to have a {word in 
their ribs for the fake of the joke, or to be beat to mummy 
or fhot through the head for the diverfion of the good 
company. They fometimes imagine the jeft is carried too 
far, and are apt to apply the words of the old fable, 
** It may be fport to you, but it is death to us.” For 
thefe reafons a fet of thefe_ merry gentlemen are as terrible 
tothe ordinary part of the world as a troop of Banditti ; 
and an affair, which has been thought very high fun in 
Pall-Mall, or Covent Garden, has been treated in a very 
ferious manner at Wefiminfler Hall or the Old Baily, Our 
legiflature has been abfurd enough to be very careful of 
the lives of the loweft among the people ; and the council 
for a highwayman would fooner plead diftrefs as an excufe 
for difcharging his piftol, than mere wantonnefs and Frolick. 
Nor do the governments abroad entertain a better opinion 
of this fort of humour: for it is but a few years, fince 
a gentleman on his travels, who was compleating a Town 
Education by the polite tour, fhot a waiter through the 
head: but the joke was fo ill received, that the gentleman 
was hanged within four and twenty hours. It would be 
advifeable therefore for thefe gentlemen, fince the tafte of 
the age is fo incorrigible, to lay afide this high-feafoned 
humour, For their piftol, as it were, recoils upon them 
felves ; and fince it may produce their own deaths, it would 
be more prudent not to draw their wit out of their fcabbards. 


-Our 
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Our Ladies of quality, who have at length adopted 
French manners with French fafhions, and thrown off all 
ftarchnefs and referve with the ruff and the fardingale, 
are very fond of a Frolick. I have; indeed, lately obferved 
with great pleafure the commendable attempts of the other 
fex to fhake off the fhackles of cuftom; and I make no 
doubt, but a libertine lady will foon become a very common 
character. If their paflion for Gaming continues to encreafe 
in the fame proportion that it has for fome time paft, we 
fall very foon meet with abundance of fharpers in petticoats; 
and it will be mentioned as a very familiar mcident, that a 
party of female gamblers were feized by, the conftables at 
the gaming-table. I am alfo informed, that it is grown very 
common among the ladies to toaft pretty fellows; and that 
they often amufe themfelves with concerting fchemes for 
an excellent Frolick, A Frolick is, indeed, the moft ‘conve- 
nient name in the world to veil an intrigue; and it is a great 
pity, that hufbands and fathers fhould ever objet toit. I 
can fee no harm ina lady’s going difguifed to mob it in the 
gallery at the play houfe; and could not but fmile at the 
pretty innocent wanton, who carried the joke fo far as to ac- 
company a ftrange gentleman to a bagnio; but when the 
came there, was furprifed to find that he was fond of a 
Frolick as well as herfelf, and offered her violence. But I 
particularly admire the fpirit of that lady, who had fuch 
true relifh for a Frolick, as to go with her gallant to the 
Mafquerade, though fhe knew he had no breeches under 
his Domino. 


I most heartily congratulate the fine ladies and 
gentlemen of the age on the {pirit with which they 
perfue their diverfions; and I look upon a bold Frolick as 
the peculiar privilege of a perfon of fafhion. The ladies 
undoubtedly fee a great deal of pleafantry in an intrigue, and 
sR mimick 
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mimick the drefs and manners of the courtefans very hap- 
pily and facetioufly: while the gentlemen, among many 
other new fancies; have made the old blunder of the Merry 
Andrew, appear no longer ridiculous, and are mightily 
pleafed with the comical humours of a murder. The Fro- 
licks now in vogue will probably continue to be the amufe- 
ments of the polite world for a long time; but whenever 
the fafhion is about to vary, I beg leave to propofe the 
Frolick recommended, if I remember right; to the Duke 
of Wharton by Dr. Swift. ‘* When you are tired of your 
** other Frolicks, I would have you take up the Frolick of 
“* BeinG Goon; and take my word for it, you will find 
** it the moft agreeable Frolick you ever practifed in your 
*¢ life, 


O 
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